
Progress - At Last
Welcome to this, the second newsletter of the Saltdean Lido Community Interest Company (CIC).

Since we last contacted you, Brighton & Hove City Council (BHCC) has finally put the entire lido 
site out to tender with a 50-year lease available.

Needless to say, the CIC will enter this process as the only bidder intending to run the entire lido 
site for the community and by the community.

Here’s the schedule:

26 March Bidders’ briefing meeting
19 April Deadline for initial bids
May/June BHCC will discuss initial bids - shortlist to a maximum of 3
Mid-June Final Bid Documentation issued
July  Deadline for the Final Bid
19 Sept BHCC’s Economic Development & Culture committee will consider a report with   
  recommended preferred bidder
17 Oct  BHCC’s Policy & Resources committee will consider the recommended preferred  
  bidder. Final negotiation with preferred bidder and...
Oct-Dec New lease with successful bidder agreed

While we don’t know precise details on the competing bids, we believe the wording of the 
Council’s call for bids makes it unlikely that developers would be interested: The document 
specifies no development on the south side of the pool, while any development on the rest of the 
site must be very modest and incorporate leisure and recreational use.

Our Bid

The CIC is working hard to put together the best possible bid incorporating the feedback we 
received on our vision for the site at our public exhibitions in January, when hundreds of local 
residents voted with their feet, showing real enthusiasm for our plans. (If you couldn’t attend the 
exhibitions then please visit our website to see the plans - and if you don’t have internet access 
call 01273 307010).

Some 98% of those who attended the exhibitions - mostly local residents - think that the CIC 
should run the site.

The reason for this is simple: We believe our bid will be the only one that has the long-term wishes 
of the local community at its heart.
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Of course we are concerned that other bidders won’t share our vision of creating a real community 
hub. The likelihood is that a leisure company would focus heavily on a pool and gym plus a few 
rooms for hire. In other words, not much different to what existed (and failed) before.

The Process

Both the Saltdean Residents Association and the CIC were disappointed that community 
consultation wasn’t at the centre of the bidding process.  

Nevertheless, the Council has strongly recommended that potential bidders consult with our ward 
councillors, the Saltdean Residents Association and the Saltdean Community Association (which 
currently runs the community centre at the lido site). 
 
We’re therefore very pleased that both the Saltdean Residents Association and the Women’s 
Institute have independently written to BHCC supporting the CIC bid; and we now encourage other 
local organisations to please…do the same.  

If your organisation would like one of the CIC directors to attend a meeting to answer any 
questions, please contact our chair, Rebecca.Crook@saltdeanlido.co.uk 01273 307010.

Show Your Support

Please show your support for the CIC by joining us today using the form below.

On the back page of this newsletter is our new Backing the Bid poster. It would be wonderful to 
see these posters in windows around Saltdean. So let’s make our voices heard and let BHCC 
know what Saltdean really really wants for the Lido.

We’re now seeking the views of 11-16 year olds on the types of facilities and activities they’d like 
to see at the site. Please ask your children to complete the survey at www.saltdeanlido.co.uk 

We are also looking to add to our fundraising and events committee, so if you have relevant 
experience please contact Rebecca Crook. 

It promises to be a very busy - and we sincerely hope, fruitful – few months. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Name
Address
Postcode
E-Mail Address

Please send a cheque for £5.00 payable to Saltdean Lido CIC to
36 Brambletyne Avenue, Saltdean, BN2 8EJ
or you can join online www.saltdeanlido.co.uk 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FUN DAY IN THE PARK MARKING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIDO,
31 MAY/1 JUNE

Preparations are well underway for the Third Annual Saltdean Fun Day: This award-winning weekend is now the 
largest community event in the Deans and Havens area.

In a change to previous years, we have decided to kick-off with Saltdean’s first comedy evening on Friday 31 
May. The line up is quite incredible featuring top names from Brighton and beyond.

Hosting the evening is the man who is officially Britain’s best comedy compere, local funny man Stephen Grant.  
Popping up on stage first is the award-winning comedienne Zoe Lyons, followed by The Maydays, The Alphonso 
Brothers, Dyball and Kerr, and The Noise Next Door.

Daytime
The daytime promises to be just as exciting…

From 11am-4pm on June 1 you can enjoy fabulous, free fun and exciting entertainment for all the family. 
 

The day starts with an official opening by the Mayor of Brighton and Hove. This is followed by entertainment in the 
main marquee including live music from Kaz The Forces Sweetheart, and local resident Terry Garoghan as well as 
a zumba class by Wave Leisure, swing dance lessons and a performance by the Long Man Morris Dancers.

Out in the park, come rain or shine, your dog can take part in the fun dog show, then watch a display by Sussex 
Police Dogs. Children can take part in an obstacle course devised by British Military Fitness, seed planting, a 
Family Treasure Hunt and join in with Dizzy Tilly Kids. And of course you can enjoy all the traditional sideshows 
including arts, crafts, food and funfair rides.
 

The East Sussex Reptile and Amphibian Society will also be there, with its exotic pets including snakes and 
lizards as well as Owls ‘Out and About’.
 

After all that activity, time for some refreshment!  A 
fully licensed bar with local ales, ciders and wines  
and a variety of food stalls should keep everyone 
going throughout the day!
 

Concerts
The evening of Saturday 1 June will see another first 
as Agnetha, Björn, Benny and Anna visit Saltdean! 
The brilliant tribute band Abba Tonight will be playing 
all the greatest hits. Doors open at 7pm and once 
again we offer great food and drink.
 

Tickets for both evening concerts are £10 each (aged 
18 and over) and are on sale now at HR Hardware 
in Longridge Avenue, David Shoebridge Butchers on 
Lustrells Vale, Saltdean and Pebbles in Rottingdean.  
Alternatively you can buy online or send  a cheque 
and SAE (payable to Saltdean Lido CIC) to 36 
Brambletyne Avenue, Saltdean, Brighton BN2 8EJ
 

Can You Help
We still have a few stall opportunities available during 
the day and you can get further details by emailing or 
calling us.

If you can help out on either evening, during the day 
on Saturday or on Sunday morning then please email  
bridget.fishleigh@saltdeanlido.co.uk or call her on 
01273 305 936.

If you have any adult or children’s paperback books 
you are willing to donate then please drop them at 54 
Northwood Avenue between now and May 31.




